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Clean-up Altar Toban
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Miss
Kiyoko Matsuda
Ichimatsu Wakita
Special points of interest: Mr.
Mr.
Zenzo Otsubo
Wed. Jan 1, New
Mr.
Tatsuhiko Nakagawa
Years Day Service
Mr.
Shizuo Sakai
2pm
Mrs.
Kikue Yamada
Mrs.
Hisako Tomiye
Sun. Jan 5, Dharma
Master Sueo Tahara
School 10am
Mr.
Sakuichi Matsumura
Kotoyo Takata
Wed. Jan 8, TSS Medi- Mrs.
Mr.
Iwajiro Yamaoka
tation 9:30am
Mrs.
Natsu Tamura
Thurs. Jan 9, TSS
Mr.
Kinzo Nakano
Mr.
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Mrs.
Fumi Suzuki
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Ben Ueda
tation 9:30am
Mr.
Masao Tanaka
Mrs.
Shige Terai
Sun. Jan 12, Dharma
Mrs.
Haru Tanemura
School 10am,
Mr.
Sutezo Kumagai
Dharma Shotsuki
Mrs.
Sharon Tanemura Maynard
1pm, KBT AGM 3pm Mrs.
Elfrieda Griep
Mr.
Takashi Omae
Wed. Jan 15, TSS
Mr.
Jinichiro Yokota
Meditation 9:30am
Mr.
Morio Koga

Thurs. Jan 16, TSS
Meditation 9:30am
Fri. Jan 17, TSS Meditation 9:30am
Sat. Jan 18, Keiro Kai
Supper 5pm

Special points of interest:
Sun. Jan 19, Dharma
School 10am
Sun. Jan 19, Women’s
AGM 11am

M/M Herb Tanaka
M/M Gord Lacey
M/M Jack Hatanaka
M/M Nob Yamaoka
M/M Sam Sugie
M/M Manabu Azama
M/M Jay Hunter
M/M Don Favell
M/M Joe Uyeyama
Mrs. Toyoko Tamaki
Mr. Luke Mitton
Mrs. Dot Wakano
Mrs. Joan Kitaura
Mr. Paul Merckx
M/M Mark Gilbert

Special points of interest:
Wed. Jan 22, TSS
Meditation 9:30am
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New Year’s Day Service
Kelowna Temple 2pm
January 1st, 2014

Thurs. Jan 23, TSS
Meditation 9:30am

Special points of interest:

Fri. Jan 24, TSS
Meditation 9:30am

Wed. Jan 29, TSS
Meditation 9:30am

Sun. Jan 26,
Dharma School
10am, Goshoki
Hoonko 1pm, Fujinkai Shinbokukai
(New Years Party)
to follow

Thurs. Jan 30, TSS
Meditation 9:30am
Fri. Jan 31, TSS
Meditation 9:30am,
Mein Making 6pm
Sat. Feb 1, Mein
Making 8am
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From Sensei: Adversity or opportunity?
As we approach the end of 2013 and welcome
the New Year, 2014, you might wonder how this past
year passed by so quickly. The past year brought
changes for many of us. As we reflect on the many experiences that we had over the last year, what conclusions can we draw, as we try to make sense of all that
happened to us?
It is said there is no good or bad, that thinking
makes it so. The difference between heaven and hell is
the fluctuation of the mind between thinking itself fortunate or unfortunate. We weigh every turn of events, indeed everything that happens to us, in relation to what
we desire. The following story is about a successful
insurance broker who lived with his family in a big
house, in a nice neighborhood. His two children were
doing well in school and were good athletes. This man
regarded himself as very fortunate. However, before
long the company that he worked for went bankrupt, and
he lost his job. Unable to keep up with the mortgage
payments, he had to sell his house. With these developments, he considered himself very unfortunate.
Knowing that the family would have to give up
their house the man said to his wife, “I might just as
well do what I’ve always wanted to do.” Using the equity from his home, he bought a small farm in the country, and before long he began to enjoy the spiritual freedom and fewer pressures compared to his old job. With
this sense of freedom and peace of mind, he again
thought of himself as “fortunate.”
Some weeks later, while plowing a field, the
man’s son was thrown from the tractor, and badly injured. Once again this man viewed himself as unfortunate. However, the quick action and expertise of the
doctors, saved his son’s life and, once again, the man
considered himself fortunate.
However, his son’s leg had been so badly injured that he needed major surgery. Again he felt that
his life was indeed unfortunate.
As it turned out, his son made a good recovery.
His leg healed well, and the insurance covered all of the
hospital expenses. Once again, the father was considering that this was quite fortunate. However, after the operation, the boy returned to school on crutches, and was
no longer able to maintain his position on the basketball
team, or to play any sport at all, which the father considers to be most unfortunate.
However, the son adjusted to his disability and
began visiting the hospital where he had received medical care, spending time with other young people who

had similar disabilities. He found this to be very gratifying. He had a long talk with his father about his experiences at the hospital, and told him that he would
like to become a counselor - that he had decided that
this would become his life’s work. Once again the father thought that this was fortunate. This story could go
on forever, and like the stories of so many people’s
lives, it usually does.
Over the course of our lifetime, our lives take
many twists and turns - some good, others not so good.
Life itself is not essentially hellish or heavenly. We all
have to face the ups and downs, the joys and the adversities that life brings. The Buddha once said that fortune changes like the swish of a horse’s tail.
Disadvantage or hardship not only serves to
challenge us, it can also transform us and give us the
strength to accomplish things that we might never have
thought possible. There are many examples of this
throughout history, as well as in our present lives. The
composer, Beethoven, was a man whose livelihood depended on a keen sense of hearing. To his great dismay, his hearing began to deteriorate, and he became
anxious about the possibility of becoming deaf. In
those days, there was very little that doctors could do to
treat people with hearing disorders. Eventually he became completely deaf. It was a devastating blow for
him, and this triggered a depression that was so deep
that he thought about ending his life. However, after
much soul searching, he made a conscious decision to
live, and to carry on despite his deafness. He began to
compose again - indeed, he wrote some of his finest
music after he had become totally deaf. With many of
the distractions of daily life shut out, the music and
melodies flooded in on him almost as fast as he could
write them down.
We are all travelers in this one life. We grapple
with the challenges, we search for inner peace and an
understanding of the meaningfulness of our lives. These
two stories make me think about the spirituality of the
Nembutsu. There are no demands of us to become
wiser, better, or more perfect. Anchored to the Nembutsu spirituality, this path takes us as we are, imperfect
and incomplete, with all our worries and problems, and
transforms us into virtue and strength. It is a stabilizing
force for us in this life of constant change.
A Happy New Year, everyone. I hope that the
New Year will bring you Peace and Happiness and a
deepening of your entrusting heart, in the light of
Amida’s infinite wisdom and compassion.
In Gassho, Rev. Yasuhiro Miyakawa
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From Fujinkai
We would like to wish all Members and their extended
families a very Merry Christmas.
A very sincere thank you to all Fujinkai members and
friends who came out to help at the many Temple
fundraising projects and activities held this year. We
couldn’t have been successful without your help.
Thank you to all of the new members who have joined
the Fujinkai in 2013. Our membership needs to continue to grow to pass on our knowledge and skills to
the new group of younger members.
On December 14, we sold Mochi and Udon to members and friends. Continuing this annual tradition of
making mochi for New Years is important to all of our
members. We enjoy seeing the younger men try their
hand at pounding the rice. We need more to try their
hand at turning the rice, a backbreaking job for sure.
The pinching of the “dough” and forming of the mochi
is an art as well. Thank you to all who came to help
make this a special day. There is nothing like homemade mochi and udon.

Upcoming events for January
Women’s Association Annual General Meeting to be held at the Bunkhouse Grill on
KLO Road from 11:00a.m on Sunday,
January 19, 2014. Everyone is welcome.
Women’s Association Executive meeting to
be held immediately following the AGM.
Fujinkai Shinbokukai (New Years Party) will
be held. Bingo and pot luck dinner to be
held immediately following the Goshoki
Hoonko service at 1:00p.m. on Sunday,
January 26, 2014. Gentlemen welcome!
Members will be contacted regarding their
contribution to the meal.
We have available for sale Age and have increased the price for the first time in many
years. The price for Age is now $12.50
per package. Okara is also currently
available. Price while supplies last is
$2.00 per package.
In Gassho, Barb

New Year’s Greeting OHTANI Koshin—Monshu—Jodo Shinshu Shogwanji-ha
Immeasurable Light and Life.
At the beginning of the year, I would like to send you my greetings from Hongwanji in Kyoto.
Upon succeeding the position as Monshu, thirty-six years and nine months have
passed. I have come to empathize with Chinese master, Shan-tao, as he writes in
Hymns of Birth in the Pure Land, “Caught up in everyday life, the days and nights go
left unnoticed, unable to become emancipated and escape the sea of suffering.” I shall
vow to work diligently until my term comes to an end this June.
For many of us, although the passing of time seems to speed up with age, in recent
years, changes within society have sped up, making things all the more unsettling.
Because these rapid transitions are largely the result of developments in scientific technology and economic
growth, they sometimes produce discrepancies in individual lifestyles and societal framework. The gap
among socio-economic concerns including business corporations and people’s lifestyles are widening that
both domestic and international efforts have not been successful in dealing with such issues. As a result,
there is a sense that neither reflecting on the past nor thinking ahead into the future matters, so long as we are
content with the present. However, this mentality will result in repeating past mistakes or passing burdens on
to future generations.
Is it not that the role of Buddhism is to provide us who live in this constantly changing world, with an unfaltering spiritual foundation to live the life which we have received to the fullest? In Jodo Shinshu Buddhism, that foundation is the Primal Vow of Amida Tathagata, namely Namo Amida Butsu. Being unconditionally embraced by Amida Tathagata, we are enabled to accept our own inconvenient past and at this very
moment, be joyous of this life we have received.
May we all continue to live every day of this year in appreciation of the Nembutsu. January 1, 2014
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年頭の辞
光寿無量
新しい年の初めにあたり、京都の本願寺よりご挨拶申し上げます。
門主を継職してから三十六年と九ヶ月過ぎました。中国の善導大師のお言葉に「人
間悤々（あわただしい）として衆務（日常のつとめ）を営み、年命の日夜に去ること
を覚えず（中略）いまだ解脱して苦海を出づることを得ず」（『往生礼讃』とあるの
が、身にしみて感じられます。今年六月の退任まで、心して、勤めたいと思います。
年齢と共に、時の経つのが速くなるように感じられることは、多くの方に共通して
いるようですが、近年は世の中の変化そのものが速くなっており、一層、慌ただしく
感じられます。この変化は主として、科学技術の発達と経済活動の進展によるもので
すから、人間一人ひとりの生活や社会の仕組みがうまく対応できるとは限りません。
企業の盛衰や人々の生活格差は激しくなっています。それに対処できる国内の仕組み
や国際的な協調が追いつきません。そのためか、過去を問わず、未来を考えず、今さ
えよければ良いという風潮が感じられます。それでは、過去の過ちを繰り返したり、
子孫の世代に負の遺産を残すことになります。
佛教の役割は、移り変わる世の中を生きる人間に、変わることのない依り処を与
え、恵まれたいのちを精一杯生きるよう導くことではないでしょうか。浄土真宗で
は、阿弥陀如来の本願すなわち南無阿弥陀佛が依り処です。阿弥陀如来に無条件に受
け容れられることによって、私は不都合な過去も受け容れるようになり、今、生かさ
れていることを喜ぶことができます。
今年も、お念仏申して、一日いちにちを大切に過ごさせていただきましょう。
2014年1月1日
浄土真宗本願寺派
門主
AGM Jan 12, 1pm Keiro kai Supper —Jan 18 5pm
Jan 31, Feb 1—Mein Making—Feb 12th & 13th
Spring Apple Pie Making—March 2nd—Spring Chow Mein

大谷光真
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Just Rambling
Reminiscing about what I was doing on that day 72 years
ago. A friend of my parents, Mr. Sonoda a pioneer fruit
grower in Kelowna had made an appointment for surgery in
Vancouver for December 8th. As the passengers on the CN
train departing the local station would have a long 8 hour
waiting period at Kamloops to catch the westbound
mainliner, I offered to drive him there. In those days service stations were closed on Sundays. Therefore, I filled a 5
gallon can of gas and loaded it in the trunk of my '38 Chev
sedan and accompanied by my parents, away we went
bumping along over unpaved roads. We left the gas can at a
friend's home in Vernon to be used on the return journey.
Having no radio in the car, we heard no news whatsoever
of history being made two time zones to the west of us.
Upon returning to Vernon for our gas our friends greeted us
with the shocking events that had taken place at Pearl Harbor. During the remainder of our drive home, my mind was
in a turmoil. What effect will it have on the Japanese living
in B.C.? With Canada being at war and as Japan an ally of
the Germans, in recent weeks unfounded accusations of
possible disloyalty and even acts of sabotage by some of
the Japanese residents of the coastal areas was mentioned
almost daily by several politicians. These remarks were
echoed with exaggerations by some members of the Vancouver news media. Following the Pearl Harbor attack I
was terribly concerned that the situation would become
much worse.
It's Saturday morning and as a rule I lie in bed longer on
weekends than on regular weekdays. Being a lifelong
farmer, it has become a habit for my eyes to open around

6:00 A.M. Not being able to fall asleep again, my
mind becomes activated and starts planning for the
day's events. Today is Dec. 7th, the anniversary date
of the Pearl Harbor attack and I start to change the
subject, hunting season is now almost over. When I
was young, I found it rather exciting hunting for deer
and moose. One day when hiking in the hills, I came
face to face with a young fawn. When it stared at me
with its soft brown eyes, it reminded me so much of
BAMBI. Needless to say, on that day hunting became
a thing of the past for me.
The high tech gadgets that appear to fascinate my
grandchildren are mind boggling to this old man. At
times I long for the good old days of radios and record players, even the old 78's. Following are a few of
the programs I enjoyed listening to 3/4 of a century
ago: Sat. night-The Hit Parade—especially when Sinatra at his prime was performing. Monday evening—
The Lux Radio Theater. Weekday mornings—The
Breakfast Club - Sponsor Swift sure made the bacon
smell good.
My memories go on to the Niseis who were born in
Kelowna and are now over 90 years old. According to
my last count, there are five of us and we must truly
love this place to have lived here for most of our
lives.
It is now the time of the year to extend to all the readers of this Newsletter a very Happy Holiday season
and the best of health and happiness in 2014.
In Gassho Suey

Message from the Editor
With the help of our Web Service Provider, Jon
West… we have had to rebuild the Temple web site.
Recently we were hacked by someone who didn’t
have anything to do, other than corrupt files and
stick malware into our site. If you noticed the site
was down, unstable or you had any problems, it was
because we were busy learning new software and
changing things in the background. I hope you get a
chance to visit the new web site, although you may
not see much of a difference, believe me… there is a
total change.
As we continue into the age of texting, web browsing and continued technological growth, we need to
continue keeping up with the times. Maybe whoever
hacked our site, did us a favor in the end, because
they forced us into improving and modernizing our

web site… always a bright side to everything.
As we draw near the end of another busy year, I
wanted to mention something… we are so lucky to
have Sensei Miyakawa. I have written in the past
many stories about me, but I have been remiss in acknowledging how fortunate the Kelowna Buddhist
Temple is, we have the best minister in Canada! OK,
I’m sure Sensei would not agree with me saying that,
but in my humble opinion, he is and has been a great
resident minister. He humbly accepts our small congregation and supports us as we stumble through our
daily lives. I close this year’s editorial with my recognition to not only Sensei’s dedication, but also
those that support, read and submit to this publication, Happy and Safe Holidays to all… In Gassho,
jiro
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January 2014
Sun

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Call Now! There maybe
some Mochi left for Sale…
Yes! Call or email Barb or
Pegi

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

Dharma School 10am

Mon

Taiko
Practice
7pm

Dharma School 10am, Taiko
Dharma Shotsuki
Practice
1pm, KBT AGM
7pm
3pm, Supper to follow

Dharma School 10am, Taiko
Women’s AGM 11am Practice
7pm

Dharma School 10am, Taiko
Goshoki Hoonko 1pm, Practice
Fujinkai Shinbokukai 7pm
(New Years Party) to
follow

Tue

New Years Day
Service 2pm

Taiko Practice
7pm

TSS Meditation TSS Meditation TSS Meditation
9:30am
9:30am
9:30am,Taiko
Practice 7pm

TSS Meditation TSS Meditation TSS Meditation Keiro Kai Sup9:30am
9:30am
9:30am,Taiko per—short SerPractice 7pm
vice to start at
5pm

TSS Meditation TSS Meditation TSS Meditation
9:30am
9:30am
9:30am,Taiko
Practice 7pm

TSS Meditation TSS Meditation TSS Meditation Mein Making
9:30am
9:30am
9:30am, Mein
8am
Making 6pm
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行 事 案 内
１月 １日（水）午後 ２時
修正会
５日（日）午前１０時
日曜学校
８日（水）午前 ９時半 千部経三昧
９日（木）午前 ９時半 千部経三昧
１０日（金）午前 ９時半 千部経三昧
１２日（日）午前１０時
日曜学校
午後 １時
１月祥月法要
午後 ３時
仏教会年次総会
夕食
１５日（水）午前 ９時半 千部経三昧
１６日（木）午前 ９時半 千部経三昧
１７日（金）午前 ９時半 千部経三昧
１８日（土）午後 ５時
参拝の後敬老会夕食
１９日（日）午前１０時
日曜学校
午後１1時
婦人会年次総会
２２日（水）午前 ９時半 千部経三昧
２３日（木）午前 ９時半 千部経三昧
２４日（金）午前 ９時半 千部経三昧
２６日（日）午前１０時
日曜学校
午後 １時
御正忌報恩講
引続き婦人会親睦会
２９日（水）午前 ９時半 千部経三昧
３０日（木）午前 ９時半 千部経三昧
３１日（金）午前 ９時半 千部経三昧
午後 ６時
チャウメン麺作り
２月 １日（土）午前 ８時
チャウメン作り
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Jerry, Laurie Takeda and Family
Min, Mid Mori and Family
Due to Bereavement the following name
have been omitted: M/M Alan Yamaoka

From The Temple Executive

Another year has flown by and is rapidly
drawing to a close. Writing this article has
given me the opportunity for some self reflection in the midst of the busy holiday season. I am reminded of the preciousness of
human existence as November is the memorial month for not only both of my parents
but also both of my wife Genevra’s parents.
When I reflect on my own birth in the month
of December I am given cause to realize
how lucky I am to be here. I was born premature and was not expected to live. In fact
my father had been told that there was no
hope of my even being born alive and only a
50/50 chance that my mother would survive.
(She had a pre-eclampsia pregnancy). Just
for good measure I was born during the coldest Winter recorded in Britain and during a
measles outbreak! I owe much of my survival to my father’s care, because my mother
was so ill. He actually knitted my first set of
＃年の瀬も迫り、厳しい寒さが続いています。
baby clothes because he could not get any今年も皆々様のご支援、ご協力を得て、お蔭様で
thing small enough to fit me!
無事に新年を迎えようとしています。厚くお礼申上げます。 December is also the month in which I re皆様もどうかお元気で、良いお年をお迎え下さい。
ceived emergency gall bladder surgery in
そして、新年も何卒よろしくお願い申上げます。
2002. It was at this time I had the good fortune to meet Sensei Miyakawa in Kelowna
General Hospital. My religious affiliation was noted as Buddhist and so Sensei was aware of my presence in
hospital. Thus commenced my connection with Jodo-Shinshu Buddhism. I hope that I will remember that I
have much to be thankful for. Not only this precious human existence but also coming into contact with the
dharma. Namo Amida Butsu. Michael

CANADA POST STAMP PRICES IN THE NEW YEAR!
UNBELIEVABLE—GET YOUR NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL OR INTERNET
We can show you how… easy, just contact kbtemple@telus.net to get set-up.

With Gratitude the Temple and all of its Affiliated Organizations
Acknowledge Your Generous Contribution and Apologies
for any Errors or Omissions.
Fujin Kai: Nishi, Geri $50 (In Memory of Emiko Nishi)
Dharma Shotsuki
Ostapchuk, Rae (In Memory of Roy Tanaka) $20.00
Yamaoka, M/M Alan (In Memory of Setsuko Nishi) $20.00
Yamaoka, M/M Alan (In Memory of Kichiya Nishi) $20.00
Ueda, Mrs. Yosh (In Memory of Son Masami Ueda) $20.00
Kawaguchi, Ms. Nancy (In Memory of Master Masami Ueda)
$20.00
Kitaura, Mr. Barney $20.00
Gilbert, M/M Mark (In Memory of Yuki Tanemura) $25.00
Terada, M/M Darren & Family (In Memory of Yosh Terada)
$25.00
Terada, Carrie/Sakaki Daniel (In Memory of Yosh Terada) $25.00
Tahara, M/M Morio (In Memory of Sumio Tahara) $25.00
Tahara, M/M Morio (In Memory of Rihachi Tomiye)
$25.00
Yamauchi, Kuniko (In Memory of Mother Horiuchi) $30.00
Ueda, M/M Scott (In Memory of Yuki Tanemura) $30.00
Mori, M/M Min (In Memory of Mich Sugimoto)
$30.00
Tanaka, M/M Herb (In Memory of Yukio Tanemura)
$30.00
Yamauchi, Mrs. Kuniko (In Memory of Mary Koga) $30.00
Nishi, Geri (In Memory of Emiko Nishi)
$50.00
Kimura, M/M Mike (In Memory of Yuki Tanemura) $50.00
Terada, Mrs. Florence (In Memory of Yosh Terada) $50.00
Terada, Nagtoshi (In Memory of Yosh Terada)
$50.00
Tanemura, M/M Melvin (In Memory of Sam & Haru Tanemura)
$100.00
Terada, M/M Tak (In Memory of Yosh Terada)
$200.00
Memorial
Terada, Mr. George (In Memory of Yosh Terada) $20.00
Terada, Mr. George (In Memory of Toshi Terada) $25.00
Romaniuk, M/M Dan (In Memory of Yosh Terada) $25.00
Romaniuk, M/M Dan (In Memory of Toshi Terada) $25.00
Lillian Terada & Family (In Memory of Yosh Terada)
$50.00
Carrie Terada/Daniel Sakaki (In Memory of Yosh Terada) $50.00
Tanaka, Shig, Kathy & Naomi (In Memory of Yosh Terada) $50.00
Carrie Terada/Daniel Sakaki (In Memory of Yosh Terada) $50.00
Tanemura, Mrs. Shirley (In Memory of Yuki's 3 Year Memorial)
$100.00
Koga, Mrs. Carol (In Memory of Yosh Terada)
$100.00
Terada, Mrs. Florence (In Memory of Yosh Terada) $200.00
Special
Tanemura, Mrs. Shirley (Thanksgiving Service)
$20.00
Uemoto, M/M Kaichi (Thanksgiving Service)
$20.00
Takeda, M/M Jerry (Season's Greetings)
$20.00
Mori, M/M Min (Season's Greetings) $20.00
Delport, Jeanette
$20.00

Nishi, Mrs. Yachiyo $50.00
Mori, Mr. Min (In Lieu of Membership) $75.00
Kitaura, Mr. Barney $100.00
Yamaoka, Mrs. Chiyoko
$100.00
Membership
Mitton, Mr. Luke
$150.00
Mori, Mrs. Mid
$150.00
Nishi, Ms. Geri
$150.00
Johnson, Mrs. Julie $150.00
Lacey, M/M Gord
$300.00
Yamaoka, M/M Alan $300.00
Church, Mrs. Maegan $150.00
Uyeyama, M/M Joe $300.00
MacCarl, Mrs. Barb $150.00
Bodhi Day
Mori, M/M Min
$30.00
Yamaoka, Mrs. Chiyoko
$30.00
Yamaoka, M/M Alan $30.00
Tanaka, M/M Herb $30.00
Kitaura, Mr. Barney $30.00
Martin, Mr. Michael $50.00
MacCarl, M/M Kent $50.00
Koga, M/M Gary
$75.00
Ho-onko
Yamada, M/M Ken $20.00
Newsletter
Kawahara, Nellie
$20.00
Takeda, Mrs. Y.
$30.00
Mori, M/M Min
$30.00
Yamaoka, Mrs. Chiyoko
$50.00
Yamaoka, M/M Alan $50.00
Masuda, Ms. Jenny $100.00
Recent legislation enacted by the Provincial
Government restricts organizations from divulging personal information without the approval of the individuals affected. The donations generously made by Temple members and
friends fall under the realm of personal information. Therefore, if you object to your donations being published in the Temple Newsletter,
please let us know and we will cease doing so
(Mail or Email your wish to be omitted from
the published list). In Gassho, Temple Board
of Directors

