
Date: August 11 –14, 2022 
Fee: $750 per person (Nikkei Internment Survivors) 
  $800 per person (Others) 
  (based on double occupancy) 
Registration Deadline: June 30, 2022 
Maximum Participants: 48 people (priority to BCJSBTF 
members and to Japanese Canadian Internment survivors) 
 
The BC Jodo Shinshu Buddhist Temples Federation is proud to announce the 2022 Vancouver Island Obon 
Cemetery Tour from Aug. 11 to 14th. 2022 is a significant year because it marks 80 years since the internment 
of Japanese Canadians. The forcible removal of Canadian citizens from Vancouver Island was the direct 
cause for many cemeteries being destroyed and desecrated. Following WWII, in 1967, as an act of 
reconciliation, the BCJSBTF along with the NAJC and other local organizations gathered the headstones 
strewn about at the Cumberland Japanese Canadian Cemetery site and brought them all together to form a 
central memorial monument. Cemeteries in other towns such as Chemainus, and Port Alberni would follow 
suit.  
 
On May 5th, 2021, the BC Provincial Government acknowledged their part in the wrongdoing of the unlawful 
relocation of 22,000 Canadians of Japanese ancestry from the west coast in the early 1940’s. As part of the 
reconciliation process, the government set aside $2 million dollars towards programs for the health and 
welfare of survivors of the forcible relocation. From this fund, the BCJSBTF received a grant for $9,500 to be 
used for the Vancouver Island Obon Cemetery Visitation. From it’s beginning, the Vancouver Island Obon 
Cemetery Visitation has been a way for us to honor, not only those who were left behind in the cemeteries, 
but their families who were removed from the island and never had the opportunity to move back. We are 
grateful for receiving the grant for this cause. 
 
Highlights from the trip include visiting sites in Campbell River, along with Cemetery services in Cumberland, 
Nanaimo, Chemainus, Duncan and Ross Bay Cemetery in Victoria. We will also participate this year in a Bon 
Odori and fellowship dinner in Nanaimo with the Seven Potatoes Nikkei Society as well as having a fellowship 
gathering with members of the Cumberland Village Council and the Comox Valley Nikkei Society. 
 
Join us for this special journey of the heart. A trip you won’t want to miss. 
 
For registration forms and detailed schedule of weekend events or for more information please contact Rev. 
Grant Ikuta at rev.ikuta@steveston-temple.ca, or at the Steveston Buddhist Temple (604) 277-2323. 
 
What’s Included: 
－ Transportation Expenses (Chartered bus will pick us up on Aug. 11 at the Steveston Buddhist Temple. 

Vehicles may be left over the weekend in our covered parkade at Wisteria Place) 
－ All meals included 
－ Hotel for 2 nights in Courtenay, and 1 night in Nanaimo (double occupancy). 
(Fee is based on 48 individuals on a 56 seat chartered bus. Price may change slightly once everything is 
finalized). 
 
Trip Sponsors& Supporters: BCJSBTF, BCJSBTFWF, Nikkei Internment Survivors Health and 
Wellness Grant, Cumberland Village, Seven Potatoes Nikkei Society, Comox Valley Nikkei 
Association, Victoria Nikkei Community Society, Ross Bay Old Cemetery Society 


